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Interpretation of “Guan” in Qin Law: and the Issues

concerning “Shou” in Liye Bamboo Slips of Qin Dynasty
QIN Tao
( Southwest University of Political Science and Law, Chongging 401120, China)

Abstract ; According to Qin law discovered in? Shuihudi Qin tombs (located in Yunmeng county,? Hubei

province) , “guan” refers to the institutions and departments with special functions, and extends naturally to

the meaning of “public” , rather than “official”, so that it cannot be interpreted as “guan fu”.
g p » ’ P! g

In Qin law,

“guan fu” has a special meaning, that is, the institutions and places with preservation or operation functions,

which is quite different from the modern meaning of “guan fu (feudal official) ”.

ties, the name of government officials transferred from “guan” to “

During Qin and Han dynas-

cao” is the result of unifying appellation

terms for administrative actions after the foundation of Qin dynasty. In Liye bamboo slips of Qin dynasty,

“shou” mainly refers to an official stays behind to take care of things in government office on behalf of his supe-

rior when his superior is absent. To interpret the meanings of “shou” and “shou cheng” in Liye bamboo slips
p TP g g y ps,

we must take the different nature of text and historical context of Shuihudi Qin law and Liye bamboo slips of Qin

dynasty into consideration.

Key Words: “guan”; “shou”; “cao”; Liye Bamboo Slips of Qin Dynasty; Qin law
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