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Governing Officials
—The purpose of Chinese Legal System in the Past Dynasties

Li Qicheng

Abstract: The purpose of legal system in the past dynasties is governing officials. Han Fei first proposed
that the wise monarch tends to regulate the officials instead of ruling the people from the point of the effective—
ness. Wang Fuzhi thought to give high value pursuit and put forward strict with government officials be wide
to raise the people which hit the legal gist to imperial China. What Is the Rule of Law based on the theory of
social transformation so that the rule of law in Chinese history can be divided into aristocratic rule of law im-
perial rule of law and democratic rule of law. The three periods and two transformation focusing on streamlining
officials in different manifestations. What Is the Rule of Lawis the exampleof legal historiography which com—
bines the microscopic observation with the macroscopic view.
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