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Guan Xiaohong (88)

In the early and middle Qing Dynasty, governors-general and governors had no authorized
staff, and the number of authorized officials at the levels of si ( @) and dao (1&) was also small.
Therefore, the mufu ( private secretariat) actually constituted an informal operational agency.
After the reign of Xianfeng and T ongzhi, the number of secretariat offices and administrative of-
fices grew with social changes and the proliferation of government responsibilities. T his structur
al expansion of the administrative power of the office of governors-general and governors exerted
pressure upon the budgetary arrangements of the central government. As the weakness of the old
pattern became increasingly obvious, local government reform became part of the social reform in
the late Q ing Dynasty and the nor-official private secretariats were integrated into the formal off+
cial system. The government was modernized through bureaucratization by means of function
based division of departments, in reference to the system in the Tang and Song dynasties. Private
assistants were recruited as authorized officials, and a council was set up as decisior-making or
gan. That was a key, and successful, step in the efforts to modernize the government in the late

Qing Dynasty.

Farm Laborers in Shanxi Province in the Early Twentieth Century
Wang Xianming Niu Wenqin (104)
The hiring of labor developed strongly in the early 20" century in rural Shanxi Province.
Shortterm farm laborers constituted an important group. The greatest part of them were poor
peasants, followed by middle peasants, poor farmers and farm laborers. The middle and poor
peasants hired and were hired as farm laborers themselves, although the days they were hired in
a year were far more than the days they hired others. As a matter of fact, almost all major social
strata in the rural areas were involved in the hiring of labor, a common relationship in rural socie-
ties, and the roles and identities of employer and employee were exchangeable rather than fixed.
In this regard, employment in rural society in Shanxi Province formed a network in which various
identities, status and roles intertwined with each other. It is necessary to consider the farm labo-

rer group in the context of general poverty in rural society at the time.

Chiang Katshek Restraining Kong Xiangxi from Making Peace with Japan: A Study of Sine-Japa-
nese Relations during the AntiJapanese War Yang Tianshi (119)

Kong Xiangxi, one of the major advocates of peace talks with Japan within the Nationalist
government during the Japanese invasion, gave directions for and held several secret meetings
with the Japanese. He made selective reports about these meetings to Chiang, hiding the key
contents concerning national sovereignty. On the whole, Chiang was critical and tried to stop the
talks. He even warned Kong that he could be accused of treason and executed. Kong pretended
to submit but secretly continued his activities. Chiang also led secret talks with Japan on a few
occasions, showing that he harbored illusions about ending the Sine-Japanese war peacefully.
However, his will to fight the Japanese was stronger, as testified by his repeated efforts to hold
Kong back from making peace with Japan.
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