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Value of Jurisprudence and Literature in Chinese Ancient Judgments
YANG Xing - pei

Abstract. It is an essential duty for judicial officials in ancient China to make proper judgments, since
the development of judgments not only has close relations with political, economic and cultural development,
as well as evolvement of dynasties in ancient society; but also closely connected with the process of confu-
cionization of law in ancient China. Judgments should be reached by normative evaluation, based on ample
reference and involved in a reasoning process supported by authoritative statements and materials, so that judg-
ments can be persuasive being penetrating and authoritative beyond doubts. The value assessment of ancient
judgments is always demonstrated in the form of vivid literature. Therefore, the critical inheritance and trans-
formation of ancient excellent judgments can help perfect the making of judgments nowadays and benefit the
cultural construction of ruling of law at modern times.”
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