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The Limited Separaﬁon of Judicature and Administration:
The Inner Approach of Judicial Reform in the Late Qing Dynasty -

Gong Pixiang

Abstract: While facing the introduction of the decentralization thoﬁght in the modern western countries
and its impact on traditional Chinese law and judicial system, the ruling group of the late Qing dynasty,
launched the reform of the judicial power operation system and pushed forward the division of the judicial and
administrative as the core of the judicial system reform, which were taking as the basic ideas of the preparatory
constitutional enforcement and selection strategy. In the unified mode of all authorities, the ruling group of the
Qing dynasty implemented a limited judicial and administrative division. However, the central official reform
plan did not make clear of the authorities between the law department and the judicial authorities, then a fierce
debate was launched between these organs, which profoundly reflects the concept of judicial independence and
the philosophical value of administrative dominating the judicature conflicts, and it also marks the emergence of
new types of modern judicial system, embodies the historical advancement of modern Chinese legal system and
its judicial civilization.

Key words: the late Qing dynasty; judicial reform; feudal official reform; the court formation law
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