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Study on the Structure of Legal Forms in Ancient China
HU Xing - dong

Abstract : The evolution of structural elements of legal forms in ancient China has vital impacts on ration-
ality of legal system in ancient China and the formation of Chinese law system with its own characteristics. The
evolution of legal forms has three major features such as the codification of Chinese ancient statutes, the diver-
sification of legal interpretations, and the off — mainstream feature of case laws. These three features centered
on certain legal form in different phases with their'respective weakness. However, such three features integrat-
ed and co — existed in Ming Dynasty and Qianlong Emperor of Qing:Dynasty. Specifically, during the reign of
Qianlong Emperor, the statutory codes are the fundamental legal forms, and the versatile regulations are the
main forms complemented by case laws of being prompt, special and accurate. These three legal forms have
their respective functions while interactively controlled and supplemented, and such structural system of legal
forms have accomplished the integration of rationality, stability and variability of legal system construction in
ancient China.
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