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Analysis on the Dispute between Ritual and Law in the Pre-Qin Dynasty 
by the Philosophy of Law 

I Chen Heping 

Abstract: Deep and persistent studies and disputes on how to manage the country between confucians and 

legalism came into being in the "falling of ritual" time of the Pre-Qin Dynasty, which involves a lot of profound 

propositions in the philosophy of law. For the two sides, the difference of stressing or choosing on moral ethics and 

penalty derives from the different understanding on humanity and emotion as well as the difference on the problems 

faced; the focus of thinking and modes of thinking is concerned with different occupations. On the other side, the 

similar origin and saving similar problem indicates the interacting and merging of ritual and law holded by two sides 

respectively in a fundamental sense. The dispute between ritual and law in the Pre-Qin Dynasty promotes both de- 

velopment of the law and the great prosperity of the legal theory, which contains much precious political and legal 

wisdom. 
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