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The Comparison of Historical Evolution
between Chinese and Western Civilization of Rule of Law

Zhang Zhongqiu

Abstract: On the basis of comparison of historical evolution between Chinese and western civi—
lization of rule of law this article points out civilization of rule of law shows the common idea for or—
der of life and justice of the society which is in accordance with overall nature of human beings.
Different origins and characters of human beings result in different kinds of ways that people pursue
civilization of rule of law and shape different patterns. Chinese civilization of rule of law experienced
the period of Li yue in pre-Qin Li fa from Qin Dynasty to Qing Dynasty and the transformation in
late Qing and then developed an unique pattern of civilization of rule of law. Although modern civili-
zation formed in modern times its origin and spirit can date back to ancient Greece which had pas—
sed through ancient Rome Middle Ages the Age of Enlightenment and had become a pattern with
important contribution and significance to human civilization. Nowadays we should ground on the
reality and continue assimilating the essence of western civilization of rule of law pay attention to the
unique and historical experience in Chinese and try to absorb it in order to provide cultural re-
sources for the building of modern civilization of rule of law with Chinese characteristics.

Key words: civilization of rule of law; comparison between China and the west; historical in—
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The Enlightment of Late Qing Dynasty
Failure on Governance System Transform

Gao Xiaoping

Abstract: The late Qing Dynasty is the end of China’s 2500-year feudal society which wit—
nessed great change that did not happen in the past thousands of years. Though the governance sys—
tem which adapted to traditional productivity was relatively complete it had not be suitable to the
contradiction of new Productivity. Various contradictions are rising very sharp and social problems are
fully exposed. Surrounding the contradictions between feudalism and capitalist mode of production
China and the Western powers corrupt rulers and the masses Manchu and Han Qing Government
transformed the governance system successively in 1890 — 1898 years and 1898 — 1900 years. Howev—
er the first scattered transform made no one enjoys the fruit of success and failed due to absence of
integral and systematic consideration the second transform began with the transform of political sys—
tem. Although the transform was designed with top level the best time for transform had lost. Finally
it became a mere formality but the fuse of revolution. We can draw a lesson from the failure of the
late Qing Dynasty’ s transform : it is necessary lo seize the opportunities to change; the other is that
for transform of original governance system which is already complete scattered methods should not
be adopted but conduct topdevel design scientifically and promote comprehensively.

Key words: late Qing Dynasty; governance transform; failure; enlightment



