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The Sense of Law in the Poetry and the Prose of Song Dynasty

Zhang Jinfan

Abstract: In the history of Chinese legal civilization it not only had the detailed legislation and orderly
judicature but also infiltrated the profound ideas of law and legal culture in the poems and the proses of Song
Dynasty. The discussions and evaluations of law were often appeared in the poems and the proses. Many spee—
ches pointed out that the judicial reality directly hit the nail on the head held and radiated the dazzling light
of thought. Through excavating the sense of law from the poetry and the prose of Song Dynasty we can intui—
tively feel the thythm of the legal system in this age so as to deepen the understanding of the legal system of
Song Dynasty. In the study of legal history using the research of the poems and proses to explore the legal
systems or legal thoughts is a path; We shall understand the background of the creation in the use of poetry and
prosaic materials. Only if we fully consider the writers and their historical situation can we obtain an objective
historical truth by virtue of the personalized poems and the proses.
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