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On the Legal System Construction of Zhonggu Period (420 AD to 907 AD)

in China: An Observation Centered on “Principle of Law”
DENG Chang-chun'*’
(1. Southwest University of Political Science and Law, Chongging 401120,

2. Guiyang College, Guiyang 550005; 3. People’s Court of Liangping County, Chongging 405200, Chlna)

Abstract:In China’s Zhonggu Period (420 AD 10 907 AD), legal construction had a breakthrough develop-
ment and groundbreaking change in legal fheory and code compilation, achieving several significant fruits. The
birth of “principle of 1aw” concept played a pivotal part in the development and advance of legal system in this
period. To solve the deadlock situation of the legal system in Qin and Han dynasty (221 BC to 221 AD), under
the context of political and academic atmosphere since Han and Wei dynasty, the “principle of law” concept e-
merged to be an important event in legal evplution in Zhonggu period. Centered on “principle of law” as the
foundation of legal study, legal study in Zhonggu period tried to pursue the universal principle of law in the man-
ner of argument and discussion, which combined the philosophical achievement of pre-Qin period with legal anno-
taion science of Qin and Han dynasty to advance the entierty and sophistication of ancient China’s legal theory.
This not only promoted the systemization and completion of statutes in Zhonggu period, which greatly influenced
the evolutipn of legal system construction then, but also left many inspirations for present legal study. .

Key Words: Zhonggu period; legal system construction; principle of law; legal study; statutes
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