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" The Trait of Folklore in Chinese Ancient Law

DU Wen-zhong
(School of Law, Southwest University for Nationalities, Chengdu, Sichuan 610041)

Abstract: This article has adopted a theory of Robert Redfield to study the relationship between Chi-
nese ancient law and folklore, which is based on a concept of “law folklore”. It is more difficulty for us
to understand Chinese ancient legal folklore than its legal provisions, Additionally, Chinese ancient law
pursued the unity of the ceremony, folklore and law in long historical period. On the basis of studying
the “rule of law” of Qin Dynasty, this article concludes that an important function of the “law” is not
only to study the social folklore, but also to change the social custom. Thus the ancient China estab-
lished a reasonable link between the country (ceremony and law) and society (folklore), creating a
gradually progressive social system model that include folklore, ceremony and law.

Key words: Ancient China; law; law folklore; trait
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