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Application of Laws in Tang Dynasty and Operation of “Legal Norms”
within and outside of Lv Shu

QIAN Da - qun

Abstract: The application of Lv Shu (interpretation and annotation of law) in Tang Dynasty has been
certified by reliable historical documents and literature. Nevertheless, according to some historic literature,
there were cases judged inconsistent with Lv Shu. The main reason was that these judgments were under the
influence of Xing Bu Ge (formal norms of criminal laws) , further discussion for instruction and discretionary
judgment by emperor. Lv Shu was applied in Song Dynasty in the form of Xing Tang ( criminal code) ; In Tang
Dynasty, besides Lv Shu there were various legal norms. According to their respective status and features, dif-
ferent legal norms can arouse different relations such as subrogation, taking one as reference for another, anal-
ogy, comparison and complement to satisfy various needs of social and legal life. The legal environment of Lv
Shu had actually restrained the initiation and development of “legal norms”.

Key words; Tang Dynasty Lv Shu legal norms
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