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To Abolish Punishment with Punishment: Kung-sun Yang's Thoughts Revisited 

Zeng Zhenyu 

Abstract: Kung-sun Yang has been misunderstood in history. His core ideas could not be sufficiently 

epresented with terms such as "brutal and mean", "to punish misdemeanor with severe penalty" and "to pursue 

interests through one channel". It should be noted that Kung-sun Yang also advocated a society featuring 

benevolence and justice comparable to Yin and Zhou Dynasty, transforming outdated habit and custom, treating 

men and women differently and getting rid of crimes with laws and punishment. He did not deny and discard 

the Confucian teaching of benevolence and justice. He only differs from Confucianism in terms of the demarca- 

tion of benevolence and justice, the means to $chieve benevolent rule and the relationship between law and 

ethics. For Kung-sun Yang, getting rid of punishment is to educate the people in a fair and open way to lead 

them into an ideal world wherein explicit laws and public, objective standards will make punishment unneces- 

sary. To him, abolishing punishment means to make explicit law and to make people understand the law and 

standards. 

Key words: Kung-sun Yang; heavy punishment for misdemeanor; to abolish punishment with punish- 

ment; benevolent rule comparable to rulers in Yin and Zhou Dynasty 




