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The Study and Analysis of the Criminal

Evidence in Bamboo Slips of Han Dynasty
ZHANG Cong-jun'?
(1. Law Institute, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100720
2. Center of Cooperative Innovation for Judicial Civilizaton, Beijing 100088, China)

Abstract : The research on the bamboo slips of Han dynasty shows that the system of criminal evidence had
been on the way to standardization and institutionalization which placed facts and evidences a very important po-
sition in its judicial activities and a criminal evidence system was preliminarily created on the basis of objectivi-
ty. A relatively intact evidence chain had been shaped up in the lawsuit procedure which consisted of prosecu-
tion system according to evidences, interrogation system in court trail, court decision-making system according
to evidences as well as appeal system etc. The system of criminal evidence of Han dynasty has a great influence
on the following dynasties which laid a foundation for the development of China’ s traditional criminal evidence
system and also offers some lessons for the improvement of present system. ’

Key Words: Bamboo Slips of Han Dynasty; criminal evidences; sentencing with evidences; appeal with

evidences.
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