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Abstract ; Modeling after Corpus Christi, a biblical corporeal metaphor, the political theology estab-
lished the mystical state body with the sovereign as its head and its doctrine of “one body, one head
and one spirit” determined a two-dimensional structure of state body. Horizontally, the sovereign as
the sole head is indivisible and inseparable, either as monarchy, or aristocracy, or democracy, while
the mixed state and the separation of powers were all deemed to be monsters with three heads. Verti-
cally, unitary state could maintain one body, while federalism meant the death or the deformity of
state body. This kind of political theology not only shaped the face and the structure of Hobbs’ Levia-
than, but also bred the French affection for the unitary state and abhorrence of federalism during the
French Revolution. In Chinese cultural tradition, there was a doctrine of political body similar to that
of “one head, one body, one spirit” in the West. However, because of the lack of the western Medi-
eval idea of the whole body over a part or head that fostered democracy and of Puritanism that promo-
ted the development of the mixed state, the separation of powers and federalism, early Republic Chi-
nese suffered not only from the phobia of democracy and republicanism, which caused the country to
swing between monarchy and democracy, but also from the phobia of federalism, which determined
China’ s choice of the unitary state.

Key Words: state system, system of government, unitary system, federalism
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