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Politicalized Strike against Corruption in Ancient China
——an Analysis for the Period of Early Tang Dynasty

XIE Hong - xing

Abstract ; Political struggle existed everywhere in ancient China and politicalized strike against corruption
arose in such context, which was under the appearance of anti ~ corruption but actually in nature of political
struggle. The essential cause of politicalized strike against corruption lies in the lack of checks and balances of
political power in the tyranny system, and the direct causes are the facts of officials’ widespread corruptions
and excuses for political struggle. The politicalized strike against corruption resulted in profound effects on anti
~ corruption practice in ancient China with the following features, such as selecting cases at arbitrary discre-
tion or imposing penalty improperly. Accordingly, the anti — corruption effects were seriously subsided while
political siruggle in ancient China became increasingly acute and complicated.

Key words ; politicalized strike against corruption politicalized judicature selection of cases under arbi-

trary discretion FEarly Tang Dynasty





