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"Human" in View of Pre - Qin Confucianism 

YE Peng - huang 

Abstract: The concept of human nature in Confucianism has been widely discussed in academia; howev- 

e r ,  inevitably such concept has cut off the contact between man and society. In consequence, the political 

considerations of Confucianism cannot be truly reflected and the views and norms of Confucianism on human 

may be misunderstood. Based on classic works in pre - Qin period, this paper explores Confucian views on hu- 

man from such aspects of physiological needs, emotional preference, intelligence and value pursuit. Further, 

this paper suggests that the mechanism of politics and law should be a good approach to regulate humans. 
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