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Further Discussion on Abolition of Consular Jurisdiction as the Start of

Law Modification in Late Qing

ZHANG Shi-ming
(Institute of Qing History, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: In recent years, the proposition that the abolition of consular jurisdiction was the start of the
Late Qing Legal Reforms was challenged. Scholars engaged in subverting the traditional mainstream
view orgue that the Mackay Treaty was signed on September 5, 1902, but Empress Dowager Cixi is-
sued the “Law Reform Decree” on her way back from refuge after the Boxer War, then the Qing
government’s decision for law reform was not a consequence of Article 12 of the Mackay Treaty. The
present paper argues that methodology of historical textual research requires a comprehensive view a-
bout the sources and results. The traditional view that the abolition of consular jurisdiction served as
an urgent cause for the modernization of Chinese law cannot be rejected imprudently by such superficial
efforts, and our field of vision must be broadened. Otherwise our over-corrections will result in an in-
complete view of the whole scenario. The relation between the law modifications in late Qing and the
abolition of extraterritoriality is extremely complex. Previously this had been discussed by Robert Hart
and others in detail.

Key words: the Late Qing Legal Reforms; the Mackay Treaty; extraterritoriality
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